® O'Flynn
confronis
viewers with
large portraits of
tattooed tribe

Mary Croerigal

eople  with  indesl
designs covering ther
hodlivs sy lullooing (s
adldictive. Sore s il
Is because of ilhe
wclrenalin mish coused by the
pain ol o el pievcing e
skin, olhers wax brical abow
the satishiction of owning their
boliess anel marking their per
sonality  through — permament
chesipns an their skin
The: pevchic pravvoll is signil
jcamd enough for oo shops e
hive  become  ublouilous — In
mialls in 54
Artisf Norman OFvim sug
pests tattoos function 1ike the
ringgs inside & tres frunk; ey
accumlae over linee. Experi
e s sedectively archived an
the: skin
In his new exhibition. Betier
unil Betler. he confronts viewers
with Lirge pewrtrits of a veritakhe
Lateooed trile, Thasekoepers.
This group appears to have
trnseencled tlime. Like camoon
characters, ey appear immaor
tal; all =velie and sood-kkoking
without @ wrinkle or belly rall in
sight Yt thesy I=en
theoagh @ lol: thelr bodies are
cowered owith mmarks ol
designs. Apant Irom he usual
clichid tatioos — ranging [rom
micrmiakls. roses and snakes e
cube animaks and s — here
e counfdown  okocks  and
stylisel motifs of caplosions
OTFvnn adviinces this veri
Lalde trie a8 one haontsd Dy
Impending vieknee, o dooms
chiy cull It weoulel nol be unrea
sofatle 1o s dhem s us 4
nubksn heumeed by the visbense
ol s history and high orime
ey have survived the traama
and have inothis way beaten
tirme; Ther Bomibs altached 1o the
counldan clocks, monumema
rated i tniions an their boles
Thi s profubly why they
el such alliluchs they are ina
wany untouchabdbe
This is communicated  vin
teir  conlrontalbonal — stasces:
wrnnes rossedl, chests pufled out,
weredng oul ab viewers, Their L
s assiciabe them with sireel
simart people such as bikers
rappers and gung members
OTFhnns Timekes: ppers
might be criminals: like gang
mitmbers in prson. they e
coweresl fram bl b towe i
s anel,  stznificantly, v
scarves over thelr Gees thal
hiche ther identities — perluoags o
avolil carmeras racking them or
perhaps bevamese thedr world s

hawe

5o polluted they must wear o
musks 1o profted their health

FFvnn's distinctive Laliooed
poriralis, which he has been
wenenling lor some time, heacds
wiswers o woikdler Jess afait
his =ubjects asd more about
where they come from, This is
significant as heuses real peophe
a5 subjects - alluded 1o in e
Tirs! s usedd b the gilkes

It & curious then that he con
ceals their klentities by obscwr
Ing thetr fuces and through his

distinctive  poriraiiure.  which

prushies theenn darough wheat vou
coald call the ©'Flynin iller, This
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15 what joining a tribe or group
s 10 sappresses melivids ity
and advanies loiseereiry.

The Timekeepers share siim
ilir Giamlewos cinell iere o Uil unitbed
v he same salues — or oon
ditions. In expressing teeir alle
phance vin markings on thelr
Dscliie= rathver Chan clress, there is
a price i bicoming s memiber
Il s for B,

OFlvnn spent vesrs painling
superheroes.  He  daims i
bercamie lorfuroos, bat e the
Nimekoepers, e has created a
v Kind ol superhero. The
Fhymn Glier, which he s per
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Untouchable transcenders of time

VS,
)

fectimg in this exhibition. tums
his subdets - sometimes people
I Knows or sirangers FTR ]
inueh heroes ar heroines.

He ko= nol wanl o meke
serfous  arl of ke iU oo
seriously — art-making providoes
him with o plice o phy
with beas

Youn can mver gquile enter his
Tty wirlel ar thie place that
heas rowakliedd his subjects; he does
e place them in o conbext

Thie Timetkeepers ame ceoply
ermilmlded in o world consurmed
v elesim aned symibols. They are
bramked in their enlirety -~ i

THEATRE

Twala

Edtward Taamale

o] actor
Sivabonga Tovala has
appesarcl inalmeast
EVETY SouHe On
Soulh African
tcdeyviskon, bt insists thal good
acting banppees on e stage
He is plaving the lead role of
2 axd owner bn Memnst MMagke's
Lsibvayiy and over the vears, has
head magor roles in ksklingo.
Gerneralions, Soundid amd
Rhythm Gy, among olhers
Hez is also om stage at the
Slorket Thewtre inthe bead role
of Plailemron i The Suil, based
ol & Slw story by the late
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even thelr lingers escape the ol
eneompissing ouliune of design
OFynn has  extended his
distinctive  fablosod  poriralis
bevoned the piclure Irme amd
onbo e walls o Woekdart
gallery. Hi tabes desipn L
g covers the walls, Noors
anl a door, highlishling the loss
of identity of his subjects
OFhnns desten Byl s @
tmggh place for an indivihoal o
exlst perhaps this s the
doomsdioy that he whxles o
thiaugh cowsdown cdocks: the
dleath of e sell. His subjects are
dlilferent bt all krak the same:

Perhaps what he delivers = a
oritigue of wrl: visual linguoges
have besen exlonested leaving
arttsels with no cholee but o
kewp  reciroulaling  the  saone
e and sviabols The end ol
art — & notien philesopdeers ave
toyvel with could e he
dlowansikny (hat arlisis are rying
o survive. OFlynn ks doing a
oo foh of B e 15 perfecting his
expressdan amld  extending il
through nesw materkals,

& Better and Better shotis of
Wortckar? guillery. Capse four
pnif Ay 25

hits the stage

compared 1o the momry wie
brireg in b channels” he siys

Wi e b have shares
in soane of These productions
Brecimase TV chinneds aciually
ke o lod ol morey ad e
catalysts for that are good
alors. Gedling onlby salarkes
Trarn production commEnies i
just nod enough

“Awting on soapies hos been
cheapened by produecers whis
are unwilling to pay actors
whal thiy diserve, Insteil,
they wwourhd rather have non
Iraiived actors o play a role and
e Uheem Bl momeey,

“This is. i a W, an
extraorcinary display of a lack

ws being o good actor,

“Thee Ll thal when peaoplhe
el you i e sreeds ey
seredm does not mean that you
are @ gl o, I simpy
means ihat you are on Ty

“Tio Whusiraie this. people will
also scream when they maeed o
socrer plaver, nol necessarily
because he ks a pood player, but
becanese he apprsrs on TV

Twala sovs some shows
o been canned because of
el neting by soe-cudhsd
oelehrily actors

“1 e ot celiebrity, 1am an
wlowr e voun will never see
e altending every o i
lowm Lo play sone silly

Inked: Ak
An irstallation
art Eha
achibitian
OFlyrin
mitends his
LR
language
beyond the
pichurna framia
Laft O'Fhirn's
Timakeopers
ard pased on
reel subsicts

given the
‘comic- e’
aprn. S Supplied

in The

el whose masrloge 15 In
Dromabsde, Alihsough Mk
Ka-Moulse lrsi plaved the
rodee b0 critical woclaim, Tovula
saivs e 15 bringing his own
umnicjuee stvle o the pha.

“Audiences who might have
soen 10 i the pest st e
eprecd the sarme (hing 1 am
bringing in nm oW
mterpretdion of the charsclor
11 s qpuite challenging though,”
Twala sivs

Althmgh al e vahse the
pliw i oot infleling, it B also
ahrou howy aparthedd destroyed
thie soclul fubric of those Iving
i Sophdalown, resaalling s
number of soci ills, sl as

uit

Thesatre ks ooichealing his lile
anel Ealent with a Can Thembi
st In January, it stagsd The
House of Truth, o plece of
Uhesittre: ashonsl Themibes life
penned by Siphivwo Maloba amsd
had Maake Ma-Meube plaving
solo 1o critlcal acclaim

Ihe House of Truth is novw
afvat the Sowelo Thealre.

The: Sudl s elirected by the
ket Theslre's arfistic
director. James Mgeobae, who
simys dhe fob is @ elresirn han onee
thal adso hrings sdeepless: nights

This plece of theatre has
heen stoged repeatedby hocase
al fs el ess priessae ail was
even made Buo a B starring



