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The work of 3D artist Kurt Wen-
ner will be on show at the Water-
front until Monday April 15.

“I’d like to encourage young
artists to come and look at it,
because I’m sure they will find
something of interest in it,” says
Kurt, the inventor of 3D pave-
ment art who will be creating one
of his attention-grabbing works at
the V&A Waterfront's Barrow
Court. 

The work was commissioned
to form part of the Hyundai
Veloster launch campaign which
kicked off in March this year. 

“I’ve been doing art since I was
16,” says the 53-year-old American
artist, who started doing pave-
ment art in 1982, at the age of 22. 

“I worked at NASA as a scien-
tific space illustrator and while
there I started studying classical
drawing, so my days were divided
between what was going to hap-
pen 200 years from now and what
happened 400 years ago,” he said.
“With the invention of computer
graphics, however, I decided to
leave for Italy to study classical
drawing full time. The 3-D art I
do now is a combination of clas-
sical drawing and the more geom-
etry-based drawings I did while at
NASA.”

Judging by the longer-than-an-
elephant’s-tusk list of commis-
sions he has received since
embarking on this unique cre-
ative endeavour, the career move
has certainly paid off. 

Kurt has also enthralled unwit-

ting passers-by with his visually
arresting works in countries as
diverse as France and Taiwan;
Tokyo and, most recently of
course, South Africa.

The work he will be creating at
the V&A Waterfront will see the
artist once again create “a 3-D
illusion that will be interactive so
people can come and pose and

have their picture taken there”.  
“The response has been great

across all demographics. 
“People respond very well to it

– whether they are five years old
or 105 years old,” he told
CapeTowner.

Clearly then, it is not only
young artists who would find
something of interest in his work.
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Artist Dion Cupido laughs:
“When I told my wife the
title of my exhibition, she

looked at me and said: 'I wouldn’t
go and see that show.” 

So what is this offensive title,
then? Mooi kinnes en jas laaities
(loosely translated, Beautiful girls
and horny boys). Mr Cupido, who
was born in Hanover Park, but
spent most of his life in Mitchell's
Plain and currently lives in Brook-
lyn, says: “The work is very much
influenced by the time I spent in
Mitchell’s Plain. 

“They were interesting times. I
have these memories of things
that happened to me – the usual
problems related to poor neigh-
bourhoods. Through it all though,
it never occurred to me that this
was bad or different. I loved it
there and thought I would never
leave.”

Largely self-taught as an artist,
Dion says: “I have been painting
since I was 16 years old. I started
out doing abstract work and mak-
ing quite a good living from it, but
as soon as it started appearing

everywhere, including furniture
shops, I felt that it was going
nowhere, really.” 

His refusal to remain stuck
working in a medium that was not
as dynamic or meaningful as he
had initially thought, led him back
to the proverbial drawing board.
“I decided then to take a break
from it and spent about a year at
the Community Arts Project,” he
says.

It is not, however, only the
sprawling suburb of Mitchell's
Plain that continues to influence
Dion’s creative output. 

“I am always amazed at the
power of women and,” he laughs,
“men's obsession with the oppo-
site sex.”

Recounting his younger days
spent there, he says: “All that mat-
tered was my adolescent obsession
with girls, noticing them and
going through a lot to be with
them. I would sometimes walk far
and through dangerous areas to
be with them. Looking back, it
seems that women had a sort of
numbing effect.” 

The fact that singing sensation
Beyoncé Knowles bought one of
his works at a previous exhibition

will no doubt boost the already
increasing demand for his haunt-
ingly interpretive portraits. 

When I ask Dion what his
thoughts are on this, he says with
a charming awkwardness: “She
apparently came into the gallery
and bought it, yes.” 

Despite laughingly adding that
he has “no evidence of this”, he
concedes that “it really is nice to
know that one of my works is
hanging in her home”. 

Given that the show, held at
WorldArt Gallery, was completely
sold out by the end of its run, it is
more than apparent that the pop
princess is not alone in her appre-
ciation of this local lad's ample
artistic talents. 

But of his new body of work,
Dion says: “With this show I felt as
though I needed to do something
different, because I felt that, in a
way, I was trying to be something
I wasn’t. 

“With this show I really want to
say things the way I think them.”

With this as his reasoning, one
would hope that his wife will soon
come around to seeing things his
way. 

Mooi kinnes en jas laaities will run

at WorldArt Gallery, 54 Church
Street, Cape Town, from Monday
April 8 until Saturday April 20. For

more information, contact the
gallery on 021 423 3075 or visit
www.worldart.co.za

■ Artist Dion Cupido’s works are heavily influenced by the power of
women.

Dion’s ample talent

■ The 3-D work of artist Kurt Wenner enthrals people all over the
globe.

Kurt’s 3D
pavement 
art arrests 
the eye


